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PAGE 01 CAPET 00816 251149Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 10-14 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-02 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 
NSCE-00 SSO-OO ICAE-00 INRE-00 HA-05 OMB-01 AID-05 
/087 W 

048139 251151Z/21 

O R 251123Z APR 78 

FM AMEMBASSY CAPE TOWN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7163 

USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 

INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 

AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 

AMEMBASSY GABORONE 

AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 

AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 

AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

UNCLAS CAPE TOWN 816 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, WA 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: ABDUCTION OF OVAMBOS AND OTHER INCIDENTS 

1 . SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS OF APRIL 25 REPORTS THAT 72 OVAMBOS 
WERE ABDUCTED BY SWAPO AND TAKEN TO ANGOLA ON APRIL 23. THE 
PRESS REPORTS, WHICH QUOTE THE CHIEF OF THE SECURITY POLICE 
IN SOUTH WEST AFRICA AS THEIR SOURCE, STATE THAT THE ABDUCTED 
PERSONS WERE PASSENGERS ON A BUS BETWEEN OSHAKATI AND RUACANA 
WHICH WAS HIJACKED BY BETWEEN 60 AND 70 SWAPO GUERRILLAS. 

TWELVE ELDERLY WOMEN WERE REPORTEDLY ALLOWED TO DISEMBARK 
BEFORE THE BUS AND THE REMAINING PASSENGERS WERE TAKEN INTO 
ANGOLA. 
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2. ACCORDING TO THE REPORTS, OVAMBO CHIEF MINISTER 
CORNELIUS NDJOBA HAS URGED THE SAG TO LAUNCH A HOT 
PURSUIT OPERATION INTO ANGOLA TO BRING BACK THE ABDUCTED 
PERYONS. ADMINISTRATOR GENERAL STEYN REPORTEDLY EXPRESSED 
"INDIGNATION AND REGRET" AT THE INCIDENT. 
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3. PRESS REPORTS ALSO QUOTE THEA ADF COMMANDER IN 
SOUTH WEST AFRICA, MAJOR GENERAL J. GELDENHUYS, AS SAYING 
THERE HAVE BEEN ELEVEN BORDER INCIDENTS DURING THE PAST WEEK, 

INCLUDING ABDUCTION OF A HEADMAN AND HIS FAMILY, BURNING OF A 
KRAAL, AND FIRING ON SECURITY FORCES FROM ACROSS THE BORDER. 

GELDENHUYS REPORTEDLY SAID THAT THE INCREASE IN INCIDENTS 

WAS EXPECTED AND WAS TIMED TO COINCIDE WITH THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

DEBATE ON THE TERRITORY. 

NELSON 
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